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October 2020 

Application for an employment visa 
BlueCard, academic education 

 
Persons, who have a recognized degree of higher education and a corresponding job offer from Germany, can apply for an 
employment visa (Blue Card, academic education) at the German Embassy in Manila.  
 
Extensive information in this regard is available in German and English language via www.make-it-in-germany.com. 
Detailed information regarding the recognition of foreign degrees of higher education are offered by ANABIN, the information portal 
for the recognition of foreign educational attainment (http://anabin.kmk.org). 
 
Visas can also be issued for graduates to seek employment for a maximum period of six months.  
If a work placement can be found within this time, the local Aliens Authority (Ausländerbehörde) can issue the residence permit 
directly. 
 
It is strongly advised that a preapproval of the Federal Employment Agency is presented upon submission of the visa 
application. Your employer in Germany can help you with this.  

 
 

The Embassy can accept visa applications from persons who: 
  

 require a visa to enter Germany (please refer to List of states whose citizens require visas to enter Germany), and 

 are residing permanently in the Philippines, the Marshall Islands, Micronesia or Palau, and  

 have a visa appointment (see information leaflet about the appointment system) , and  

 arrive on time for their scheduled visa appointment   

 
 

The following list allows you to check, by ticking off the boxes, whether you have all the documents needed for the 
visa application. 
 All documents (paper size A4) must be submitted by the applicant during the interview as detailed below. Kindly note 
the sequence. 
 Incomplete applications will be decided on the basis of the documents that were submitted, and may be rejected. 

 
 
 

Indicate in the box on the left, which documents you will submit (X) 

1 Two application forms, fully completed in German language and signed (It is possible to choose the english 

version) 

□ Name and signature Name according to the passport and your handwritten signature  

2 A biometric passport picture 

□ One passport picture (3x) 2x glued to the application forms, 1x loosely attached 

3 Further documents / papers regarding the purpose of travel 

http://www.manila.diplo.de/
mailto:visa@mani.diplo.de
http://www.make-it-in-germany.com/
http://anabin.kmk.org/
http://www.manila.diplo.de/contentblob/3618532/Daten/5252277/MB_visa_appointment.pdf
https://videx-national.diplo.de/videx/visum-erfassung/#/videx-langfristiger-aufenthalt
https://manila.diplo.de/blob/1718974/6e3eee9fd4d86e16aaefe0e92d809332/photo-examples-data.pdf
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□ A signed and valid passport (valid at least 6 months upon submission of the application)  

□ Form filled in and signed by employer „Erklärung zum Beschäftigungsverhältnis“ (BlueCard: Please take note of 
the salary limits for 2020! 55.200 € gross/year // 43.056 € gross/year for MINT professions) 

 If qualified labour with academic education but no blue card: 
 
After the age of 45: Proof of adequate old-age provision (only if salary does not correspond to at least 55 % of 
the  contribution ceiling in the general pension insurance– 2020: 45.540 € gross/year) 

□ Evidence of qualification: e.g. diplomas, certificates, proof of recognition of the degree.                 

 You can inquire on the databank ANABIN  http://anabin.kmk.org   if your foreign degree of higher 
education is equivalent and the institute of higher education is recognized – both print-outs must be 
submitted. 

Example of an Anabin-assessment result: 

 

 

  

 If your degree / institute of higher education is not registered in the data base (Please note: this is 
currently the usual case with Philippine degrees of higher education), you will have to have an evaluation 
of your qualification carried out by the Central Office for Foreign Education Systems (Zentralstelle für 
ausländisches Bildungswesen (ZAB)): 
https://www.kmk.org/service/anerkennung-auslaendischer-abschluesse/zeugnisbewertung-fuer-
auslaendische-hochschulqualifikationen.html 

□ Language knowledge: German language knowledge may not be the requirement for the issuance of the residence 
permit to take up employment or seek employment. But good language knowledge is indispensable for a residence 
in Germany. It is therefore advisable to acquire language knowledge of at least level B1 of the Common European 

http://www.manila.diplo.de/
mailto:visa@mani.diplo.de
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/blob/2310526/e19184e1cfce6b7c7c44443b69f8dcad/anlage-2-erklaerung-zum-beschaeftigungsverhaeltnis---neu-data.pdf
http://anabin.kmk.org/
https://www.kmk.org/service/anerkennung-auslaendischer-abschluesse/zeugnisbewertung-fuer-auslaendische-hochschulqualifikationen.html
https://www.kmk.org/service/anerkennung-auslaendischer-abschluesse/zeugnisbewertung-fuer-auslaendische-hochschulqualifikationen.html
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Framework of Reference. 

□ Evidence of a health insurance coverage in Germany 

 
 
Please note: 
All documents must be submitted in the original with an additional two sets of Xerox copies. The originals are returned after the 
completion of the processing. 
 
Applicants are strongly advised to only submit complete applications. If an applicant insists on submitting an incomplete application, 
a visa application waiver needs to be signed. The application can then be rejected for being incomplete without giving the applicant a 
period to submit missing documents. 
 
The submission of fake papers/documents as well as false statements compellingly necessitate the rejection of the visa application and can lead 
to a ban on the entry in Germany! 
 
In the individual case the submission of further documents may be necessary. The processing time can therefore vary significantly from case to 
case; it generally amounts to 8 to 12 weeks. Applicants are therefore requested to refrain from questions regarding the processing status during 
this time. 
 

For the departure from the Philippines to take up employment a permit of the „Philippine Overseas Employment 
Administration” (POEA) is required – to the knowledge of the Embassy. Please consult POEA in good time regarding the 
procedure, the Embassy can in this regard offer neither advice nor support.  

http://www.manila.diplo.de/
mailto:visa@mani.diplo.de

